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IN THE CLAIMS 

Plea8» add n«w claims 89-105 as indleatad below: 

89. (New) In an orthopedic implant assembly which has a stabili zing element 
having an anterior surface, a posterior surface, and at leas^ one bore with an anterior 
portion, a posterior portion having a transverse dimenaton smaller than a transverse 
dimension of the anterior portion and which has a securing element having an 
elongated body and an enlarged integral head wi th a maximum transverse dimension 
greater than a transverse dimension of the posterior porti on of the bore In the stabilizing 
element, the improvem ent comprising: 

a resilient radially deWeetable stopping member which is configured to 
engage a surface of the assembly and pre vent the bacjc-out of the 
securing element through the bore of the stab ilizina element and which is 
slidablv disposed within a groove pro vided within the assembly. 

90. (New) The assembly of claim 89 wherein th e stopping member comprises 
a biased collar. 

91. (New) The assembly of daim 90 wherein t he biased oollar has a first 
configuration and is elasticallv deformable to a second configuration. 

92. (New) The assembly of claim 91 wherein the second c onfiguration is an 
expanded configuration. 

(New) The assembly of claim 91 w herein the biased collar extends at least 
partially witilin the bore of the stabilizin q element so that the head of the securing 
element is retained between anterior and poste rior portions of the bore. 
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94. (New) In an orthopedic implant assembly which has a stabilizing element 
having an anterior surface, a posterior surface, and at least one bore with an anterior 
portion, a posterior portion having a transverse dimension s maller than a transverse 
dimension of the anterior portion and which ha s a securing element having an 
elongated body and an enlarged integral head with a maximum transve rse dimension 
greater than a transverse dimension of the post erior portion of the bore in the stabilizing 
element, the improvement comprising: 

a^resilient longitudinally deflectable stopping me mber which is configured 
to engage a surface of the assembly and prevent th e back-out of the 
securing element through the bore of the stabilizing element. 

95. (New) The orthopedic implant assembly of claim 94 wherein the resilient 
lonaitudinailv deflectable me mber is configured to deflect lonqitudinallv when the 
stPDPing member passes bv the enaaoed surface wh en advancino posteriorly through 
the bore of tlie stabilizing element. 

96. (New) An orthopedic Implant asse mbly, comprising: 

a^ a stabilizing element having [an ante rior surface, a posterior surface, andl 
at least one bore with an anterior bore portion which has a transverse 
dimension, a posterior bore portion which h as a transverse dimension 
smaller than the transverse dimension of the anterior bore portion: and 

b. a biased stopping member which has a first configu ration that extends 

within the at least one bore of the stabilizing element and reduce s at least 
one transverse cross-sectional dimension of the bore p assageway and 
which is elast'callv deformable to a second configur ation which increases 
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the at least one transverse cross-sectional dimension reduced bv the 
biased stopping member In the first configuration: and 
a a securing element having an elongated body and an enlarged integral 
head which has a maximum transverse dimension greater than the 
transverse dimension of the bore oassaaew ay reduced by first 
configuration of the biased stopping member and greater than a 
transverse dimension of the oosterior bore portion in the stabilizino 
element, so that the head of the securing element is retained between the 
biased stopping member and the posterior portion of the bore. 
97- (New) The orthopedic implant assembly of claim 96 wherein the elasticallv 

deformed second configuration of the stopping member facilitates passage of the 

inte gral head of the securing element bv the stopping member. 

98. The orthopedic implant a ssembly of claim 97 wherein the biased stopping 
member elasticallv returns from the second configuration back to the first configuration. 

99. f New^ The assembly of claim 96 wherein the biased sapping member 
comprises a coJlajr. 

100. (New^ The assembly of claim 99 wherein the biased stopping member is 
disposed In p art within a recess of the stabilizino element 

101. fNew) The assembly of daim 100 wherein the recess is a gn^ove 
configured to slidably receive the biased collar 



4of7 

Reissue Serial No. 10/620,154 
Atty. Docket No. R0372-00101 



PA6E7/10'R(»IDAT4f25l20064:25:50ra[Easteml)ay«9lltTiine]'S 



04/25/2006 13:26 FAX 4159573001 



DUANE MORRIS LLP-SF-22FL 



©008/010 



102. (New) An orthopedic attachment member, comprising: 

a. an attachment component which has at least o ne bore configured 
to receive a securing component with an enlarged integral portion, 
the bore having a first bore passageway portion, and a second bore 
passageway portion having at least on e smaller transverse 
dimension than transverse dimensions o f the first bore passageway 
portion: 

b, a biased stopping surface which reduces a transverse configuration 
of the first bore passageway p ortion to retain ttie enlarged integral 
portion of a securing component vyit hin the bore of the attachment 
component between the stopping surface and the sec ond bore 
passageway portion: and 

a a third bore passageway portion between the biased stopping 

surface and tt ie second bore passageway portion having a surface 
configured jo conform at least In oart to part of the enlarged portion 
of a securing component received bv the bore. 
m ^New^ The orthopedic attachment member of claim 102 wherein the 
biased stopping member is elasticallv deformable from the first con figuration to a 
second configuration whic^ increases the at least one transverse c ross-sectional 
dimension reduced bv the b iased stopping member in ttie first confiquratiotL 

m (New^ The orthopedic attachment member of daim 103 wherein the 
biased stooping member is etasticatly deformed bv the passage of an enlarged integral 
portion of the securing component, 
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105. fNew) The orthopedic attachment member of clam 104 wherein the biased 
stopping member resilientiv returns to the first configuration after pas sage of the 
enlarged integral portion of the securing component. 
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